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  THE MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE PUNTA GORDA SAILING CLUB  
Meets the second Wednesday of each month at 7PM at the PGI Civic Association, 

               2001 Shreve St, Punta Gorda. The public is welcome.   
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Being Commodore has thus far been a very rewarding experience. Constantly 
meeting new people in the Charlotte Harbor Sailing Community and beyond is ex-
citing. I am becoming acquainted with many local boating organizations and with 
people I probably would not have met otherwise. I am also being educated in the 
process, which I believe is vital for personal growth. You can never stop learning. 
 

At one of our recent meetings, I was reminded that the Boat US website has some 
key information about many topics that affect boaters including several local issues. This website is 
free and has a ton of great information. One issue that will affect us all is the EPA Discharge Permit 

Requirement for Recreational Boats. Should new legislation not be passed 
to reinstate this exemption you will be required to get a permit for anything 
that comes off or out of your boat including water from your engine and 
rainwater that hits your deck (this may be a stretch). Just enter: http://
www.boatus.com/gov/ into your browser and read up on what is happening 
and more importantly, what you can do as a citizen.  There is a lot of infor-
mation and it’s free.  
  

The Captain’s Challenge, also known as the Safe Boater Challenge, is still 
underway. Out of our nearly 200 members we have had approximately 50 
people that have met the Safe Boater criteria. I hope we can do better than 
that. There is a FREE course available online and several classes available 
locally to meet the minimum requirements needed to qualify. Who knows, 
you may have already taken something that may qualify. Check our web-
site for more info. While you are at it take a look at the many informative 
Nautical Links available from our Website, there is stuff there I never knew 
existed. The Internet is a beautiful thing. If you don’t have a computer, most 
libraries have terminals that you can use to access not only the Internet but 
our great Website as well. 
  
Its been my honor to serve as crew for the past few races and I can say 
first hand that the Racing has been great here on Charlotte Harbor. Bob 
and I have had the privilege to accompany our club on the recent Cruise to 
Useppa. This was very special to us as that was one of our first destina-
tions when we arrived here in SW Florida. It was great to revisit. There are 
a lot of opportunities to join in and get involved; it’s up to you. You need to 
take the steps to be active.  Neither I nor anyone else for that matter can 
make you have fun. I have been seeking out opportunities and have been 
rewarded ten fold. 
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Guys, it’s that time of the year—boat maintenance and bottom cleaning!    Are you 
down there in the roomy/spacious engine compartment cleaning out cobwebs in 
preparation for the Spring Racing Series, the Conquistador Cup Regatta, or the 
Key West Rendezvous?  Are you cruisers getting your sailboat ready for some ma-
jor spring cruising to parts unknown?  One of our guest speakers for the March 
PGSC Meeting is coming prepared to help you get on your way. 
 

Tim Hunter from Diesel Marine Maintenance & Repair, Inc. will be joining us and giving us some 
super special tips for keeping our diesel engines in top-notch condition.  Bring your questions with 
you to the meeting and ask the specialist. 
 

Gals, it’s that time of the year—spring clothes and swim suits!  Are you standing there in front of the 
mirror saying, “Oh my, where did that come from?”—and you’re not talking about the pile of clothes 
lying there in front of you.  Let’s take some notes and learn how to “get it in shape or stay in shape” 
while we’re out on the sailboat.   
 

Our own Susan Alaimo , Physical Therapist , will be joining us to give us advice on how to bring it 
all back into shape while we’re out there on the boats enjoying those after 5 happy hours and appe-
tizers.  Be prepared to “work it out”.  Whether you’re racing or cruising, these tips will help you get on 
your weigh...ah, er, I mean way. 
 

For all of you who have been asking who catered our wonderful Caribbean Night Dinner last month, 
here it is.  Stop in for lunch or dinner and let them know how much you enjoyed our Caribbean Night 
Dinner!!! 
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   Unmark Your Calendar 
 

The Leukemia Cup Regatta scheduled for November 8 and 9 will not be held this 
year.   More details to follow at next month’s meeting of the Punta Gorda Sailing 

Club and in the next Jibsheet. 

“Taste the Rhythm of the Islands” 

3651-B Tamiami Trail 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949 

941/235-5579 

Sail Charlotte “Tune Up” Days 
 

Sail your boat on a fixed course in the company of like boats to compare sail trim, equipment and 
boat handling.  No PHRF, club affiliation, sail number or entry needed, just show up at the desig-
nated time!  BYO snacks and drinks afterward, 1730 hrs at the Punta Gorda Isles Civic Association. 

 

Starting: Saturdays, beginning March 22nd 
When: First Start, 1300 hours 

Where: Peace River “R” 2 
Contact Pete Welch 575-8665 for more information  
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Three races into the Spring Series and we’ve seen nothing but great winds and 
exciting racing. Our mark set boat captains have stood tall resulting in buoy 
courses for all three events. The after race picnics at the Pavilion have had record 
attendance and great food. 
 

Along with the fun there have been some issues raised regarding our Sailing Instructions and the 
Racing Rules of Sailing. These questions, along with other important information, will be discussed 
at our next skippers meeting on March 12 th at 6:15 PM before the monthly PGSC meeting. All 
skippers and interested members are urged to attend. 
 
The Conquistador Cup Regatta is close at hand and it’s getting late to enter and get your crew to-
gether. Bob Knowles promises another big turn out this year. Our Club needs our regular fleet of 
Sunday racers to support this event by entering and talking it up among friends who have not al-
ways raced in the past. Those wishing to may enter only the Sunday reverse start race. Let’s make 
this the biggest one yet. 

The 15th annual Conquistador Cup 
will be held on Charlotte Harbor, March 
8th and 9th.  Historically the largest re-
gatta in Southwest Florida, the event is 
organized by the Punta Gorda Sailing 
Club in cooperation with the Royal Order 
of Ponce DeLeon Conquistadors. 
 

The regatta begins with registration and 
free beer on Friday, March 7th at Har-
poon Harry’s Restaurant, Fisherman’s 
Village, in Punta Gorda. A breakfast buf-
fet, with “eye opening” Bloody Mary’s, 
will precede final registration and a skip-
per’s meeting on Saturday morning at 
Harpoon Harry’s. 

 

Two buoy course races are planned for Saturday afternoon with a first gun at 12 Noon. Divisions 
will include spinnaker, non-spinnaker, true cruising, and multihull. Free beer and munchies at Har-
poon Harry’s will follow the racing. 
 

On Sunday all registered boats will join together for the 15th running of the reverse start Conquista-
dor’s Cup. Mix it up with some 70 boats all on the course at the same time. The staggered start is 
intended to bring all boats to the finish at the same time with a variety of boats all striving to be the 
first over the line. The winner is awarded the coveted Ponce DeLeon Conquistador Helmet and 
gets their boat pictured on the next year’s Regatta T shirt. 
 

An awards ceremony with beer and munchies will follow the completion of Sunday’s race. The fun 
and festivities will be held at the Punta Gorda Boat Club. 
 

You can register to participate only in the Sunday reverse start Conquistador race if you choose. 
Call the Regatta Chairman (see below) to make arrangements. 
 

You can obtain the official NOR and entry forms on the Punta Gorda Sailing Club web site 
at www.pgscweb.com. or call Bob Knowles at 941-505-4583. 
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The ship store link on the Club’s web site (www.pgscweb.com) is fully func-
tional!! The products available include all of the ones displayed on the Captains’ 
Quarters Uniforms link at the bottom of the opening page, useful if you are look-
ing for tall sizes, for example. 
 

Because of the tight security used by the online store, paying by credit card can 
be a little cumbersome.  Feel free to call the listed phone number if it makes you 
more comfortable. 
 

We have donated the few remaining Tees from last year, only small and medium sizes, to the youth 
sailing program.   We plan to provide a new assortment by fall.  In the meantime we’ll have burgees, 
mugs, tide charts, license plates, and various stickers available at the ship store table during the 
monthly meetings. 
 

Finally, for those who doubt that racing among the PGSC cruising fleet can be exciting, take a look 
at the picture taken by Tom Scott aboard Whimsy  of the finish line during race #2 of the Spring Se-
ries.  Pictured are 3 boats, Serendipity, Free Again , and Diva Gorda  after racing 5.4 nautical miles!  
Can you tell them apart?  It certainly was a cliff hanger. 

Talk about a close  finish! 
 
Diva Gorda, Free Again and Serendipidity 
finish the race so close together it’s hard to 
tell there are three sailboats in the picture! 

Just want to take a moment to thank those that helped in the Valentines Day 
weekend regatta this year. 
 

This has been another month with winds higher than normal and a couple of days 
that we just didn't get out because winds were beyond what even big boats race in. 
We did race a few times, however, with winds in excess of 23 after we were out 
there!  We all had a great time but didn't stay out long as it was tough trying to stay on top of your 
boat. The racing is very close and I would like to make note of the new sailors that are coming out 
which has brought our numbers up. There isn't a day we are out there that one or two and some-
times even more don't stop by to see what is happening. Remember, you don't have to race al-
though many of us do, so join us out on the water each Wednesday or first and second Saturday 
of each month.  Sailors should be there by noon  so we can be on the water by 1:00 PM. 
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Sail Charlotte Harbor Day has been endorsed by The Punta Gorda Chamber of Commerce, Enter-
prise Punta Gorda and Team Punta Gorda. Help our club achieve the goal of filling Charlotte Har-
bor with sailboats!  Then join us for a cocktail at Benedetto’s, 3:30– 5:30, come by land or sea.    
          �������	��  
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     Protests on the race course.  
 
As a racing club we encourage fair sailing and sportsmanship on the race course.  But eventually 
you may find yourself faced with a protest.  There are certain things a skipper must do when en-
countering a protest situation. 
 

1) Immediately hail the other skipper that you are making a protest. 
 

2) Fly the protest flag as soon as possible. 
 

3) If the other skipper doesn’t respond by performi ng penalty turns, then you must file  
a protest. 

 

At no time is it necessary to radio the committee boat until after the finish, and then only to inform 
the PRO that a protest will be filed.  Notifying the PRO that a protest will be filed is the ONLY correct 
use of the radio in this situation. 
 

The skipper should then arrange a place and time to submit the protest form.  Since we do not have 
a common place to dock, we remain flexible in the time to file protest, especially during series races. 
 

If you are the offending skipper, you must decide to take penalty turns or to rebut the protest.  If you 
are convinced you are in the right, you do not need to perform the penalty turns.  However, you 
must be aware that you will need to defend your actions in the protest hearing. 
 

We have made an addition to the seminar list of topics to review the procedure in preparing a pro-
test form.  This can be a daunting task to the first-time skipper.  We intend to hold a seminar to re-
view the details of the protest form, and to cover the things that need to be addressed on the form. 
 

In the meantime, sail fast, sail clean. ��
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Just a recap of recent fun…… 
Mary Rommel led a group of 21 boats to USEPPA ISLAND  for a three day cruise. A wonderful is-
land barbeque on Saturday night, leisurely breakfast on Sunday, surroundings of beautiful island 
flora and fauna, and the tour through the museum capped a gorgeous day for February.  
Jack Whyatt  ran a Super Bowl pool for the football fans on Sunday night and the wind gods pro-
vided for a good breeze to get everyone home on Monday. 
  

Vicki and Bill Welsch , captains of the ENGLEWOOD CRUISE, led a group of 14 boats to Peekins 
Ranch Cove on Saturday for our first night. Escapade  and Free Again  rafted and provided the host 
boats for cocktail hour. A wind shift and higher winds provided some excitement for a couple of the 
boats during the night. Sunday’s anchorage in Englewood and nice afternoon was followed with an 
evening meal get-together at the White Elephant Pub waterside restaurant. On Monday, the heavy 
fog meant the early birds needed radar to find the waterway.  However, all was well and followed 
with a beautiful sail with the wind at our backs for the ride home. 
  

If you missed these fun-filled cruises, not to worry….maybe you can participate in one or more of 
the upcoming events! 
 

The HIDDEN CHARLOTTE HARBOR CRUISE  is scheduled to begin the weekend of March 15-16.  
After a leisurely afternoon sail, anchorage Saturday night could be Sunset Lake, pending availability 
of room with the large number of boats already signed up.    
 

On the next day, the combination of these cruise members, the Sunday racers, and all other sail 
boaters in the area will surely create a great impression on the waters…the ultimate goal of “SAIL 
CHARLOTTE HARBOR DAY .”   Anchorage outside Gilchrist Park with a dinghy ride to shore for 
dinner at Benedettos will highlight the evening.    
 

Other anchorages in the succeeding days of this cruise could include South Gulf Cove and Myakka 
River.  More specific details for the entire cruise will be outlined in email messages from the cruise 
captains to those signed up. 
 

Those signed up or interested in either the TARPON SPRINGS CRUISE (April 5-20) or KEYS 
CRUISE (April 5-26) should be prepared to attend a breakout session at the monthly meeting on 
Wed, March 12.   
 

A weekend overnighter at EDGEWATER LAKE  will be May 3-4.  This will be another opportunity to 
gather together and enjoy each other’s company on the water after enjoying a sail on the harbor.  
Easy way to make new friends too! 
 

Check out the CRUISING TABLE at the next meeting and  
consider signing up for the many upcoming events.   

And, if any ideas for cruises, share them! 
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Membership dues are coming in slightly ahead of last year’s rate.  However, as treas-
urer, I need to remind everyone that membership renewals are delinquent after De-
cember 31, 2007.  Getting your renewals in are important as many of our major bills 
are due in January and February.  These include insurance, hall rental, storage rental, 
and so on.  Don’t wait any longer. 

 

We now have an updated budget approved at the last membership meeting.  Any one who wishes a 
copy of the budget, or has other questions about our finances, can email me through the website. 
 

Last month we cleaned the storage locker and reviewed the need for a larger unit.  The cost of a lar-
ger space encouraged us to eliminate a lot of items from the locker, and we are now able to continue 
with the old space.  However, we are now paying by the year for a reduced rate. 
 

We try to operate all our events on a pay-as-you-go basis without making or losing money on them.  
Sign up fees for racing and dinner are calculated to just cover costs.  Most of the time, our captains 
get it nearly perfect.  Most of our members already know that the donation jar is used to cover the 
expense of refreshments at the meetings and the food at the after race events.  Most of the time we 
almost break even, so don’t forget to donate what you can.  The after-race events at the Civic Asso-
ciation have proven to be popular and inexpensive, so we hope to continue this new tradition. 
 

Here it is February and  we are still here!  Looks like our trip to 
the South Seas will need to be cancelled because there are still 
some people who have not paid their DUES.  We were really 
looking for a great get-away so please get your checks in 
right away if you have not done so.  
 

The month of January brought  the club some new members.  Please introduce yourselves . The 
welcome committee is working overtime to make the new members  feel part of a great organiza-
tion. We are looking forward to have you bring a neighbor, friend or relative to join.   

�����������
�  

“I think we might have drug last night, honey!” 
 
Recently seen at North end of Pelican Bay, sailboat hard 
aground.  From the looks of the rode piled around the 
bow pulpit one possibility is that the anchor and rode got 
disconnected.  We wish the owners of this lovely sloop 
all the best in getting her re-floated. 
    
    —Jibsheet Eds 
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12 ft. Forespar Spinnaker Pole . 

Double bridle toping lift and trigger 
controls.  Excellent condition.  

$250.00 
John Romano 639-3809 

 
 

Nautical Items to sell?  Send your ad to jibsheet@pgscweb.com 

  

For Sale 
 

 8 hp Evinrude outboard, 
long shaft with extra 
charging Coil;  Fresh 

water motor, 
 lightly used  $475; 

 Call 505 6941. 

24’ Yankee Dolphin ** 1969  
Sparkman Stephens Design 

$6,000 

2’10” draft with centerboard 
up.  Newer sails, receipt for 
new rigging and sails, roller 
furling jib, Chrysler outboard 
motor, fresh electrical wiring, 
new marine toilet and swim 
ladder.  Trailer included for 
convenience.  Additional 9.9 
hp Nissan motor also avail-
able.  Call for more photos 
and details.  Stan Hutt:  (941) 
268-8570 or Susan Hutt:  (941) 
268-8571. 

Forespar Line Control 
Whisker Pole  

Model #LC 8-14 EL-EL 
Tubing dia 1.5, 2.0 Inches 

Excellent Condition 
First $275.00 takes it 

Call John (941) 639-3809 

 
For Sale 

 

Blue Dodger with 
stainless steel frame, 

52” width which can be 
adjusted a few inches 

plus or minus.   
Best offer Call Marv 
Marcus, 613-2912 

 


